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SUMMARY

African swine fever (ASF) is an infectious disease of domestic and wild pigs, which went beyond its natural range (African continent) in the XXI century and since
2007 (emergence in Georgia) has spread to many European and Asia-Pacific countries. According to the immediate notifications and follow-up reports, by early
2021 Europe accounted for about 68% of globally reported outbreaks. However, the greatest losses in the pig industry were inflicted by the outbreak recorded in
Asiain 2020, when 6,733,791 animals died that accounted to 82% of the total global losses due to ASF. Just after several years of the current ASF epizootic, without
any vaccine or treatment available, it became clear that major problems for the pig industry (mostly for small farmers) as well as destabilization of the global
market of pig products were unavoidable. In this regard, in 2014 (Bern, September 2014) a regional standing group of experts on African swine fever (SGE ASF)
was established under FAO/OIE GF-TADs umbrella. The aim of the group is to foster closer collaboration between the affected countries, increase transparency and
share experience in prevention and control. The work of the permanent expert ASF missions under the GF-TADs umbrella has proven effective and become a model
for other regions. A similar group was established in Asia in April 2019 to counter rapid spread of the disease in the Asia-Pacific region, where more than 60% of
the world’s pig population is concentrated, and a new permanent ASF expert group for the Americas is being considered. The many-year efforts resulted in the
establishment of the FAO/OIE/GF-TADs platform as a progressive mechanism to combat such transhoundary disease as African swine fever.
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PE3IOME

AdpukaHckas uyma cBuHeil — HGEKLIOHHOe 3a6oneBaHe JOMALLHIX 11 AUKKUX CBUHEN, koTopoe B XXI B. BbILLNO 33 NpefieNibl CBOEro eCTeCTBEHHOTO apeana
(AdpmkaHckuii KoHTUHEHT) 1 ¢ 2007 1. (Nocne noABNEeHMA B [py3uin) pacnpoCcTPaHUIOCh N0 MHOTUM CTpaHam EBponeiickoro u A3uatcko-TuXooKeaHCKoro peruoHoB.
K Hauany 2021 1., N0 AaHHbIM CPOUHBIX COOBLLEHNI 1 MOCTeAYHOLLNX 0TYeTOB, 68% BceX 3aperncTpUPOBaHHbIX B MUPe BCMbILUEK MHEKLMM NPUXOANINCH Ha
EBpony. OaHaKo HanbonbLLMe NOTEPU CBUMHOBOACTBY HaHECN BCMbILLKA, 3aperncTpupoBaHHas B A3uu B 2020 r., korga noru6so 6 733 791 XuBOTHOe, 4T Co-
cTaBnAeT 82% ot 06LLx MUPOBbIX NoTepb 0Tpacy 13-3a AYC. Mocne HeckonbKmX NeT TeyeHuA coBpemeHHoi 3nu300Tun AYC, Mpu OTCYTCTBIM BAKLMHBI U CPACTB
NeyeHus, CTano ACHO, 4TO cepbe3HbIX Npobnem AnA CBUHOBOAYECKOI 0TPACNM (M B 0COBEHHOCTY MeNKIX GepMepoB), a TakXe AecTabuny3aLyn MUpoBOro pbiHka
(BUHOBOAYECKOI NPOAYyKLMY He n36exaTb. B cBA3m ¢3Tum B ceHTAbpe 2014 1. B bepHe nop arugoii OAO/M3b GF-TADs 6bina co3aaHa pernoHansHas lMoctosHHas
rpynna skcneptos no AYC 8 EBpone (SGE ASF). Lienbio ee paboTbl ABNAETCA HanaxMBaHue Gonee TeCHOTO COTPYAHUYECTBA MEXAY CTPAHAMI, 3aTPOHYTbIMM 3a-
6oneBaHueM, NOBbILIEHNE TPAHCMAPEHTHOCTY 11 06MeH onbIToM NpodunakTkm 1 6opbObl. Pabota Muccuit noctoAHHbIX 3kcnepto no AYC nop aruaoii GF-TADs
8 EBpone noka3sana ceoto 3p$eKTMBHOCTb U CTana 06pasLiom AnA ApYrux perioHoB. B anpene 2019 r. aHanoruyHas rpynna 6bina co3gaxa 1 B A3um, utobbl
NPOTMBOCTOATL BbICTPOMY Pa3BUTHIO Gone3HM B A31aTCKO-TUXOOKEAHCKOM per1oHe, rie cocpesioToueHo 6onee 60% MupoBoro noronoBbA cBiHeii. Mpopaba-
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TbIBaeTCA BONPOC CO34aHMA HOBOW MOCTOAHHOI rpynnbl 3kcnepToB no AYC Ana ctpaH CeepHoii u K0xHoit AMepuki. PesynbTaTom MHoroneTHeil paboTbl cTano
co3paHue nnatdopmbl ®AO/MIB/GF-TADs B KauecTBe nporpeccuBHOro CpeAcTBa 60pb0bl C TaKoi TPAHCTPaHUUHOI 601€3HbI0, KaK AhPUKAHCKAA YyMa CBUHEN.

KnioueBbie cnosa: AQpukaHckas uyma (BuHeil, 3nu300Tus, rpynna akcneptos, A0, MIb.

[insa untnposanus: Nebenes H. B., Uronkun A. C., Tpy3aes K. H. M3b u OAO obbeauHatT yaunua, utobbl npotusoctoats AYC. BemepuHapus ce200Hs.

2021; 1(36): 72-76. DOI: 10.29326/2304-196X-2021-1-36-72-76.

Koudnukr untepecos: ABTopbl 33ABAAKT 00 0TCYTCTBIM KOHGANKTA MHTEPECOB.

[ins koppecnoxaenyuu: Uronkun Anekceii Cepreesiny, KaHANAAT BeTepUHAPHDIX HayK, 3aBeytLuuii pedepeHTHOI nabopatopuei no ahpuKkaHcKoii uyme
cauHeli OTBY «BHUW3X», 600901, Poccus, r. Bnagumup, mkp. I0pbesew, e-mail: igolkin_as@arriah.ru.

After FMD epidemic in Europe, South America, Africa
and Asia in 2001, the international community has taken
concerted measures to combat transboundary infectious
animal diseases, which have a significant impact on food
security, public health and international trade in animal
products. As a result of this work, the Global Framework
for the Progressive Control of Transboundary Animal Di-
seases (GF-TADs) was developed and adopted, the general
agreement on which was signed between the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and
the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) on May 24,
2004. This agreement suggests the participation of the
World Health Organization (WHO) in the prevention of
zoonoses [1].

Taking into account the challenges that African swine
fever (ASF) has brought to the countries of Europe and the
Asia-Pacific region in the XXI century (Fig. 1), a regional
Standing group of experts on ASF (SGE ASF) was estab-
lished under the auspices of the FAO/OIE GF-TADs in Bern
in September 2014 to improve cooperation between the
countries affected by this disease, increase transparency
and share experience in the control [2].

At the first meeting of the SGE ASF, it was decided to:

1. Establish a Standing Group of Experts on ASF.

2. Agree on the working procedure of the Standing
Group of Experts on ASF. From the Russian Federation,
the group of standing experts in Europe included Can-
didate of Science (Veterinary Medicine) N. V. Lebedev
(Rosselkhoznadzor, 2014), Doctor of Science (Biology)
K. N. Gruzdev and since 2017 Candidate of Science (Vete-
rinary Medicine) A. S. Igolkin (FGBI“ARRIAH").

Inits activities, the Permanent Group of Experts on ASF
in Europe under the auspices of GF-TADs conducted a huge
analysis study of the competent authorities’ experience in
the prevention and eradication of ASF outbreaks in Eastern
Europe, including Ukraine, Belarus, the Baltic states, as
well as in Russia, and the study of the causes of infection
outbreaks. For this purpose, the experts of the GF-TADs
group visited ASF infected countries as part of their mis-
sions. The data obtained were analyzed and presented at
GF-TADs expert meetings: in Lithuania - in March 2015;
in Belarus — in April 2015; in Latvia — in May 2015; in Rus-
sia — in May 2015; in Ukraine - in September 2015; in Es-
tonia — in October 2015; in Moldova - in October 2016;
in the Czech Republic - in October 2017; in Romania -
in December 2017; in Bulgaria — in January 2019; in Bel-
gium - in June 2019. In addition, 15 Permanent Expert
Group Meetings were held in Europe (SGE ASF1-15). The

meetings were attended by numerous delegates from ob-
server countries at the invitation of the GF-TADs Chairman,
Dr. B.Van Goethem.

Atthe 4" meeting (SGE ASF4)in May 2016 in Paris (France),
during the 84" OIE General Session, new developments in
the field of ASF epidemiology in the region were discussed
in order to strengthen the measures taken to combat this
disease after the SGE ASF3 meeting. In accordance with the
recommendations of the SGE ASF3, Moldova and Romania
joined the initiatives of the participating countries.

At the meeting held in May 2017, an appeal was made
for increased vigilance in Romania, Hungary, Slovenia and
the Czech Republic, neighboring ASF infected countries
in the region. The need to share ASF awareness-raising
data available in countries targeted for the general public
(including carriers and tourists, hunters and farmers) was
also highlighted. The collected data are published in the
GF-TADs depository on African swine fever (http://web.
oie.int/RR-Europe/eng/Regprog/en_ASF_depository.htm).
This resource is freely available to users and is regularly
updated with actual information.

The SGE ASF10 meeting was held on May 22, 2018
in Paris (France) as part of the 86™ OIE General Session
and was dedicated to updating of information on the
epidemic situation and control measures in the SGE ASF
group countries, adopted in March 2018 at the SGE ASF9
meeting. Hungary was included in the SGE ASF list of coun-
tries after confirming ASF in a wild boar found dead on
April 19,2018 on its territory.

At the SGE ASF11 meeting in 2018 in Warsaw, Poland,
recommendations were approved concerning, inter dlia,
the proper management of wild boars in infected or not
yet infected areas. During the event, GF-TADs experts dis-
cussed the data obtained on the ecology and epidemiology
of wild boar in Europe, the experience of hunters, as well as
new data on the relationship between ASF outbreaks in the
population of wild boar and domestic pigs in infected areas.

As a result, the meeting emphasized the need for the
early release of the “OIE Handbook on African Swine Fever
in Wild Boars and Biosecurity during Hunting” (V. Guber-
ti et al.), with the possibility of updating the document as
necessary.

The SGE ASF12 meeting was held on March 11
and 12, 2019 in Prague (Czech Repubilic) in conjunction
with the BTSF (Better Training for Safer Food) meeting.
The eventincluded a technical training on ASF eradication
based on the experience of the Czech Republic in elimina-
ting this infection in the wild boar population.
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ASF epizootic situation

in European and Asian countries, 2007 - 2021
(OIE data as of 04.03.2021)
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Fig. 1. ASF epidemic situation in the Russian Federation, European and Asian countries, 2007-2021
(the map is prepared by the officers of the Information Analysis Centre, FGBI "ARRIAH")

Puc. 1. 3nuzoomuyeckas cumyayus no A4C e Poccutickoti ®edepayuu, cmpaHax Esponel u A3uu, 2007-2021 2e.
(OaHHas kapma nod2omossieHa CompyOHUKAMU UHGOPMAYUOHHO-aHanumuyeckozo yeHmpa OrbY «BHU3XK»)

The SGE ASF13 meeting was held on May 29, 2019 in
Paris (France) as a side event of the OIE 87" General Session,
attended by representatives of ASF-infected European coun-
tries, as well as observers from around the world. Thirteen
ASF infected European countries reported on the current si-
tuation and the measures taken. The OIE Regional Represen-
tation in Asia provided information on the disease situation
inits region and the steps taken to establish a working group
of experts on ASF in the region [3], and the delegate from
Canada reported on recent initiatives being implemented in
the Americas to improve ASF prevention and preparedness.

The extended meeting of SGE ASF14 was held in Sep-
tember 2019 in Sofia (Bulgaria) under the chair of the
OIE Director General, Dr. Monique Eloit, during which the
Balkan countries joined the Standing Group of Experts on
ASF in Europe (SGE ASF GF-TADs) [4].

The participants of the meeting pointed out that the
consequences of the current global ASF crisis are a serious
problem for the pig industry; they call into question the
possibility of small farming existence in future and desta-
bilize the global market of pig products.

Taking into account the analysis of the data collected
so far during the GF-TADs expert missions in Europe, two
main patterns of ASF epidemic are observed:

1) in most countries, the disease occurs mainly in wild
boar populations, sometimes with zero outbreaks in do-
mestic pigs;

2) the disease in the population of domestic pigs occurs
mainly in small-scale farms and backyard farms.

But the possibility of ASF outbreaks at a significant dis-
tance from the infected areas should not be excluded (for
example, in the Czech Republicin June 2017 the outbreak
occurred more than 500 km from the infected areas of
Poland and Ukraine; in Belgium in August 2018 — about
1,000 km from the nearest infected area in Poland) [5].

The experience gained by the international community
has once again shown that in order to stop the spread of
this disease, with no vaccines available, effective coordi-
nation of actions, cooperation and exchange of know-
ledge between all stakeholders, both at the international
(national) and regional levels, is necessary. ASF Control is
possible only if all veterinary regulations are strictly com-
plied with [4].

The fifteenth meeting of the Standing Group of Ex-
perts on ASF (SGE ASF15), originally scheduled to be held
face-to-face in Slovakia, due to the new coronavirus in-
fection (COVID-19) unfavorable situation in the world, was
held on May 6, 2020 in the form of a teleconference. It was
attended by representatives of 31 European countries, as
well as China and Japan. The speakers from the SGE ASF
member countries in Europe briefly described the national
ASF situation, focusing on the changes that have occurred
since the last meeting in Sofia in September 2019.

The positive experience of anti-crisis management of
the ASF situation in Belgium was noted.

Report on the results of the SGE ASF expert mission
to Serbia conducted in December 2019 (with the partici-
pation of Doctor of Science (Biology) K. N. Gruzdev) was
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Fig. 2. ASF epidemic situation in the Russian Federation, 2007-2021
(the map is prepared by the officers of the Information Analysis Centre, FGBI "ARRIAH")

Puc. 2. 3nuzoomuyeckas cumyayus no AYC e Pocculickou ®edepayuu, 2007-2021 2.
(OaHHas kapma nod2omossieHa CompyOHUKAMU UHGOPMAYUOHHO-aHanumuyeckoeo yeHmpa OrbY «BHUV3XK»)

approved without comments and posted on the GF-TADs
page of the OIE website for Europe.

Scheduled for April 2020 mission of SGE ASF experts to
Slovakia was postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

In 2020 the OIE and FAQ, in collaboration with GF-TADs,
have developed the GF-TADs initiative for the Global con-
trol of ASF online platform, which summarizes the experi-
ence of ASF eradication in modern conditions and contains
a strategy for progressive control of the disease [6, 7]. At
the end of July 2020, this platform was launched [8]. It is ex-
pected that FAO/OIE, together with GF-TADs, will develop
this initiative by supporting national, regional and global
partnerships, improving prevention and preparedness
measures, and minimizing the adverse effects of ASF [9].

The Russian Federation cooperates extensively with
the FAO and the OIE, initiating numerous proposals for
the prevention and control of infectious animal diseases,
including ASF. Representatives of our country actively
participate in the work of various groups, commissions of
these organizations, meetings, symposiums, conferences,
as well as the OIE General Sessions. Since the introduction
of ASF in Georgia in 2007, the Rosselkhoznadzor urges the
world veterinary community and the veterinary services
of neighboring countries to actively cooperate and share
their experience in the prevention and control of ASF. The
reports of the Russian Federation on the detection of in-
fectious diseases sent to the OIE through the World Animal
Health Information System (WAHIS) are transparent and
fully reflect the epizootic situation in the country (Fig. 2).

The Rosselkhoznadzor is actively working to strength-
en national sanitary measures, including biosafety in pig
farms, measures to regulate the number of wild boar, con-
ducts educational work, updates regulations, organizes
the exchange of scientific information on the etiology,
epizootology, and the use of safe methods in the entire
chain of production and sale of pig products.

CONCLUSION

In the XXI century, African swine fever (of domestic and
wild pigs) has expanded its habitat. In recent years, the num-
ber of countries and territories in Europe and Asia affected
by ASF has increased. Recognizing the increased risk of this
disease in any country in the world and its significant impact
on the development of pig farming, trade, food security, na-
tional and global economies, FAO and the OIE are taking
active measures to counter ASF. The FAO/OIE GF-TADs
platform proves itself as a progressive mechanism for com-
bating such a cross-boundary disease as ASF.
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